
This information is provided to explain the centre-specific impact on current Year 13 

students of lockdown and school closures between March - August 2020 in 

response to the COVID-19 pandemic. It is intended to complement individual 

student UCAS references in line with the guidance issued by UCAS. 

Kingsbury Green Academy is a comprehensive school serving the market town of Calne with 

a population of approx. 17,274. Some pupils come from areas of the town that are 

categorised as being among the most disadvantaged areas in Wiltshire. The school has 

approximately 834 pupils and a sixth form of 103 students. The curriculum offers academic 

and vocational courses and a range of extra-curricular opportunities in order to cater for the 

wide range of pupils. Most Sixth Form students gain places at university with 25% of 

applicants going to Russell Group universities, other students go onto apprenticeships or 

directly into employment. 

Kingsbury Green Academy closed from 20th March, following government guidelines. 

Teachers were required to upload online work and resources for students for remote 

learning.  

The work set by teachers continued to follow the subject specifications and primarily 

consisted of independent note taking and retrieval style tasks following a project type 

structure to check and apply students’ understanding. No live teaching took place until 22nd 
June due to safeguarding concerns around app usage; from then on, students were able to 

access live Microsoft Teams lessons with full audio, although their webcams were 

recommended to be disabled in line with our Academy safeguarding guidance.  

Each subject was required, where possible, to conduct at least one live lesson each week for 

students via Microsoft Teams to support their understanding (alongside remote learning 

being set as per the ‘normal’ school timetable).  

On 15th June 2020, current Year 13 (then Year 12,) students returned to school in bubbles 

of 14 -18 individuals for a single day each week until the end of the term. This allowed for 

the delivery of our recovery curriculum, wellbeing and pastoral support. Bubbles were led 

by Sixth Form teachers and students had half of the day in school to complete academic 

work under supervision. 

Remote work continued to be set by individual teachers during the remainder of each week, 

following subject exam specifications; this work primarily consisted of independent note 

taking and retrieval style tasks to check students’ understanding. Students who failed to 

engage with these resources were given pastoral and academic intervention via phone calls 

and socially distanced home visits.   

Subject teachers were instructed to complete their courses as they would do during a 

‘normal’ year as had mock examinations in autumn of 2020. Live lessons on Microsoft 

Teams also continued during this time in all subject areas unless there was an absence 

through staff illness. Throughout lockdown, students were required to be self-motivated 

and self-regulating and the majority of current Year 13 did engage with lessons and support 

throughout.  



Understandably, some students did struggle for a variety of reasons, including practical 

issues with Wi-Fi access. A minority of individuals did not engage in remote learning, virtual 

lessons or support offered by the pastoral team and tutors. This has had an impact on their 

progress to date. We have also seen a significant rise in concerns over the mental and 

emotional wellbeing of our Sixth Form students, particularly for our brightest and most 

conscientious students. We have actioned support packages including CAMHS workers, 

community services and internal pastoral specialists, where necessary, and continue to 

support these students on a daily or weekly basis. This will hopefully reduce any impact on 

academic progress but may not entirely reverse it in some individual cases.  

This academic year, both Year 12 and 13 students were in school full time for the first few 

weeks of term following the normal programme of lessons, daily tutorials and virtual 

enrichment activities. However, a confirmed Covid-19 case resulted in students returning to 

home learning from 16th – 30th September 2020.  

Students who are shielding or unwell have been provided with work as close to that 

happening in lessons as possible. From Monday 5th October, Year 13 have been studying at 

home for their independent lessons and only coming into school for their subject lessons.  

However, if our ongoing risk assessment process deems it safe to have both Year Groups in 

full time, we will adjust our routines accordingly. 

We are working through a recovery curriculum to ensure our students have the opportunity 

to achieve their best in this year’s final exams.  Any students under the Wessex Inspiration 

Programme, Pupil Premium or SEND programmes have been provided with private tuition 

to close the gap further.  

If you require any further information, please contact Ms Wood, Director of Post 16.  

 


